For the week of October 28, 2012

Pastor: Andy Burnham

A Home Given: Entering, Conquering, Settling

Joshua 1-24

The book of Joshua is about how the Israelites entered, conquered, and settled the land after their forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Along with being a historical book—a book about the history of the nation of Israel—it is also a book containing valuable spiritual lessons. It provides lessons about how we can move forward in faith, entering the areas God has called us to enter, conquering the giants and fortified cities he’s called us to conquer, and ultimately settling into the lives he’s called us to live.

Discussion questions: 

1. Are there perhaps areas in your own life (or in the life of our congregation, or in the life of the world-wide church) where God is calling you (or us) to move forward in faith, rather than shrink back in fear? What are the giants and the fortified cities that you (or we) are currently facing?

2. How can fear be overcome? How can we gain strength and courage to enter into areas that are often difficult, dangerous, and potentially terrifying?

3. God instructs the Israelites to completely annihilate the inhabitants of the land—men, women, and children. What is your response to this? Does this seem to contradict the idea of a loving and compassionate God? If so, why? If not, why not?

4. In terms of your own life, are there ungodly behaviors, ways of relating to people, kinds of thinking, and/or deep-seated desires, feelings, and motives that God wants completely annihilated? If so, what are they? What might happen if these ‘ungodly inhabitants’ are not utterly wiped out?

5. What does the concept of ‘home’ mean to you? Also, what exactly does it mean to be ‘at home’ or settled in your relationship with God? 

