For the week of November 4, 2012

Pastor: Scott Grant
A Home Given: The Need for a King
                                                             The Book of Judges
The book of Judges picks up where the book of Joshua left off. The book of Joshua featured Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land under Joshua. The Israelites fared well under Joshua. Nevertheless, when Joshua left the scene, much remained undone, and without Joshua, Israel comes undone. The Israelites failed to drive out the inhabitants of the land and worshiped the gods of the land instead of the Lord. The Lord empowered a series of judges, or tribal leaders, to conquer oppressing nations, but after the Lord rescues his people, they return to their pagan gods. The book features seven major judges, but eventually even the judges become corrupt. The first three major judges are successful, but the last three achieve only partial success.

Discussion questions: 
 1. Try to remember a time when you were angry. What were the circumstances? Why were you angry? What were you feeling? How did you respond outwardly to your inner feelings?
 

2. What do you think our anger might be telling us?
 

3. Jesus, the human and divine king anticipated by the book of Judges is anticipated, and described, in this way by the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 40:11:
 
He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.
 
Picture yourself as one of the lambs and/or one of those who have young. How does this image affect you?
