For the week of November 11, 2012

Pastor: Scott Grant
A Home Given: Empty or Full?
                                                             The Book of Ruth
The book of Ruth features a woman named Naomi. If Naomi’s life were a cup, she wouldn’t call it half-empty or mostly empty; she’d call it completely empty. That’s her perspective, anyway. Much of life has to do with perspective, doesn’t it? How you perceive things influences how you feel about life and what decisions you make. It stands to reason, therefore, that we would benefit from perceiving things as they are, not as they aren’t (unless, of course, you prefer living in denial). Naomi’s story helps us perceive things as they are.
Discussion questions: 
1. If your life were a cup of hope, how full would you say it is?

 
2. How has your experience of life affected your view of God? For example, Naomi, after she lost her husband and her two sons, blamed God and all but loses faith.

 
3. Ruth was present in Naomi’s life to help her believe. How have you been helped to believe in God and hope for the future?

 
4. How do you think, like Naomi in Ruth 3, you may tend to force things instead of trusting God?

 
5. Naomi, as she holds a baby who turns out to be the grandfather of King David (Ruth 4), is caught up in a bigger story—the story of God’s redemption of the world—than she could begin to imagine. How does it influence you to know that you’re caught up in that story too and that you too have a part to play in it?

