For the week of November 18, 2012

Pastor: Steve Zeisler
A King Crowned: False King
                                                             1 Samuel 1-15
Saul is the king Israel wished for because the burden of trusting God to provide had become too much for them. The people insisted that Samuel, “appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” And, in fact, Saul looked the part of a king like other kings. Yet, Saul was erratic, awkward, defensive, and ultimately rejected because he did not follow the Lord from the heart. 

Discussion questions: 
1. In every generation believers attempt to use the world’s wisdom and man-made tools to accomplish God’s work and gain security for themselves. Discuss some contemporary examples of this pattern.
2. Saul is a tragic figure in many respects. He had some awareness of his personal inadequacies, but chose bluster and blame rather than confession and healing. We are also prone to protect our image rather than expose weakness. How can our church become a place where honesty grows and cover-ups recede?
3.  Saul attempted to lead God’s people without God’s direction. The church’s leaders all over the world face the same temptation. What makes Christian leaders genuinely effective?
