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Pastor: Steve Zeisler
A King Crowned: Faded King
                                                             1 Kings 1-11
Solomon is a controversial figure. He was admired in the wide world of his own day for wisdom and wealth and for the grand kingdom he ruled. In these things he was greater than his father, David. His wise observations about human psychology and behavior (Proverbs) and philosophy (Ecclesiastes) have served to instruct Bible readers for 3 millennia. But the end of Solomon’s life is an un-reversed tragedy and he is never accorded the respect given David by subsequent generations of believers who long to know God’s heart.
Discussion questions: 
1. Solomon prayed to be an effective king, and is commended by God for not asking for personal reward. David prayed to know God at a profound level. How are these different?

2. Proverbs 1:10-19 describes a father attempting to steer his son away from foolish choices that tempt young men. The psychology of rebellion and the dangers that follow have not changed in 3000 years. Contrast this observation with contemporary pressure to be on the cutting edge of personal development.

3.   In Ecclesiastes 1:3-11 the Teacher describes the relentless circles of time and the certainty of decay. Our lives must derive meaning from that which is timeless. How can the observations of Ecclesiastes serve us in sharing our faith with others?

