For the week of December 16, 2012

Pastor: Steve Zeisler
A King Crowned: The Divided Kingdom
                                                             1 Kings 12-16
Solomon’s death ended the short era of Israel’s unified kingdom. The nation is split and two failed sovereigns – Jeroboam in the north and Rehoboam in the South are Solomon’s successors. A long period of decline, with occasional periods of faithfulness, is begun. We see the enduring power of God’s covenant and his faithfulness to his promises, but his people will now be discovered as a minor player in the midst of world powers.

Discussion questions: 
1. We meet Jeroboam first as a servant of Saul who speaks up for justice and is rebuked for his efforts. He finally leads a rebellion that aims to reform corruption in the kingdom, but is finally seduced by power and becomes like those he opposes.  Do you have experience of righteous indignation being transformed into personal anger? What lessons were learned?

2. One characteristic of sinful choices is that division results. Israel split in two after Solomon’s death and was splintered further in subsequent generations. How can we maintain Christian unity amidst honest disagreement? When the disagreement is tinged with self-centeredness?

3. Following Solomon’s death, Israel’s voice was the outsider’s voice, the testimony of a remnant. Often faithful Christians find themselves outside seats of power, speaking truth as a minority. Discuss the way God uses a remnant to have lasting influence.

