For the week of February 24, 2013
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
God With Us
Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2, John 1
The biblical accounts of Jesus’ birth can suffer from over-familiarity. We own manger scenes with Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus made of plastic. Christmas carols have been re-purposed as advertising jingles. But we should look again. The eternal Son of God took on full humanity – the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The incarnation is mysterious and glorious, all the more because the savior was born in obscurity. Jesus’ birth and childhood point forward to the way of the true King. 
Discussion questions: 
1. In previous Epic studies we have seen God in his transcendence – speaking creation into existence, parting the sea, declaring the law, judging nations. With the birth of Jesus we see God as he draws near to people in need, becoming like us in order to save us. Share your thoughts on the fact of the incarnation, God with us. 
2. Why was Jesus born in poverty as an outcast rather than in a palace with accolades?
3. Why do we have a record of Herod’s attempt to kill ‘the one born king of the Jews’? What motivated Herod? What do his actions point to?
The birth of the King; Jesus’ birth is a solution to the scandal of sin.
