For the week of March 17, 2013
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Apostles and Opposition
Matthew 17, 21; Mark 8-12, 14; Luke 9, 22; John 7-8, 11-12
Jesus’ public ministry expanded over time. It widened geographically, moving beyond Galilee to include Judea and the trans-Jordan region. As the months unfolded, he gave less attention to crowds and more to his followers; including the preparation of those he had named apostles. Miracles occurred with less frequency. He spoke more of his coming death and its implications. Jesus’ beloved friends and determined enemies came more into focus.

Discussion questions:

1. Peter tried to interfere with Jesus’ determination to go to the cross and earned a stern rebuke (Mark 8:33). He also tried to prolong the experience of seeing Jesus, Moses, and Elijah on the mount of transfiguration by building them booths (Mark 9:5). Can you see yourself in Peter’s statements and actions? What lessons did Peter learn?
2. The disciples attempted to outdo one another for status in the coming kingdom. Jesus insisted that the one who would be great must serve others (Matthew 20:26). How can Jesus’ instruction here be applied in our setting?
3.   Jesus said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.” Why is this? 
