For the week of August 4, 2013

Pastor: Steve Zeisler
The Psalms of Ascents

The Lord Swore an Oath to David
Psalms 132
Psalm 132 is distinct among the Psalms of Ascent. It is the longest and the oldest–describing a time before Jerusalem was Israel’s capital and before the tabernacle (let alone the temple) had been situated there.  In v. 1-10 we read of David’s passionate oath and his commitment to take the ark (the central symbol of God’s presence) from neglect and obscurity ‘up to Jerusalem’–a journey similar to that made later by faithful Israelite pilgrims. In v.11-18 this oath is caught up in a much greater announcement–the covenant promise of God made to David, to Zion, and supremely to the great Son of David who will reign forever.
Questions:
1. Being human, David was no stranger to inconsistency and failure, yet despite these he was a man after God’s heart. Read the description of his desire to put God first in his life in Psalm 132:3-5.  How can these words serve to challenge and inspire us?
2. As Psalm 132 begins we observe that God’s people had lost their way under rule of King Saul. The people were defeated by their enemies and neglectful of worship. In what ways are the circumstances of the church today similar or different?
3. Psalm 132 begins with a cry that God not forget David (or us). How does the reminder of the Lord’s covenant in v. 11-12 answer this fear?
4. Consider the images used in v.17-18 – a horn (for battle), a lamp, a crown. What do these communicate to us?
