For the week of August 11, 2013

Pastor: Steve Zeisler
The Psalms of Ascents

Drenched in Blessing
Psalms 133, 134
Psalms 133 and 134 both end with a reference to God’s blessing. In 133 we read in earthy terms of a harmonious congregation, “dwelling together in unity”. Such a community is beautiful in itself and is ready to receive eternal good (‘life forevermore’) from the Lord. Psalm 134 describes joy in the place where God is given all of our attention – the sanctuary. We direct gratitude and honor to him with our language and our posture (lifted hands). He responds with affectionate approval – his blessing.

Questions:
1. Describe an occasion when you experienced a deep nearness or unity with other believers similar to Ps. 133. Why are these experiences not more frequent? What barriers keep us apart?

2. References to ‘oil on Aaron’s beard’ are not familiar in our culture. What terms might we use to express physical companionship - fragrance and overflow and nearness to one another?

3. Psalm 134 refers to those who serve in the sanctuary at night. Does your response to God differ when it observed or unobserved?

4. Why does the psalmist speak of the Maker of heaven and earth (well beyond the scope of the Jerusalem temple) in Ps. 134:3?

