For the week of November 24, 2013
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Signs of Life
“I Am the Bread of Life
John 6:35-51
In John 6:4 we are told that the Jewish Passover was at hand. In this passage there are many references to the escape from Egypt and the wilderness wandering which are remembered during the annual Passover celebration. We find that the ancient miracle of manna is compared to Jesus’ bread miracle and Moses is mentioned as a provider who is an alternative (6:32) to Jesus. There is also the comparison of the grumbling crowd (6:41) to the grumbling of the freed slaves in the Old Testament. Jesus draws on these memories from the Old Testament to explain that he himself is the indescribably greater gift.

Discussion questions: 
1. In this discourse Jesus is determined that his hearers see the meaning of his miracle and what it signifies (Jn. 6:26) and not stay fixated on the temporal advantage of a single meal. This requires us to believe extraordinary claims regarding Jesus’ intimate relationship with his Father. How can we grow in our belief that Jesus is the Father’s gift of life to those in need?
2. Do you ever find your hope wavering? What comfort can we gain from Jesus’ insistence that, “this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me” (Jn. 6:39)?

3.
How do we spiritually draw sustenance from Jesus? How do we eat the bread which comes down from heaven?

