For the week of December 1, 2013
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Signs of Life
“You Have the Words of Eternal Life”
John 6:52-71
As Jesus ends his lengthy ‘bread of life discourse’ he deliberately uses challenging (even grotesque) language: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you” (Jn. 6:53). This statement is confusing to the crowd and unsettling to the disciples – who understood (on some level) the life-altering faith and world-changing demands that Jesus was making. What began as a crowd of thousands seeking Jesus had been drawn down to a small number who said a shaky sort of yes to a pointed call to faith.
Discussion questions: 
1. When Jesus says ‘eat my flesh’ and ‘drink my blood,’ he is clearly using figurative language, but what does he mean? We should look at his dependence on the Father as a model of this truth. “I live because of the living Father who sent me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on me will live because of me” (Jn. 6:57). How did Jesus draw life from the Father? How can we learn to imitate him?
2. Why do disciples (like us) grumble when we are made to depend on the Spirit (Jn. 6:61-63) rather than receive a challenge that we can understand and control?
3. Peter’s statement of faith (Jn. 6:68-69) recognizes both the difficulty of following Jesus and the impossibility of doing otherwise. Can you describe a time in your life when you felt similarly – when you could clearly see the difficulties that would come with obedience and said yes to the Lord anyway?
