For the week of December 8, 2013
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Signs of Life
The Unexpected Messiah
John 7:1-30
As we turn from chapter 6 to chapter 7 we find the location of events changes. In chapter 7 we arrive again in Jerusalem, again at the time of a festival. Jerusalem is filled with those who have questions about Jesus, those who both approve and disapprove of him, those who want to kill him and his own brothers who prod him to become a celebrity. Jesus does no miraculous sign during the festival of booths, but his teaching offers both hope and challenges.
Discussion questions: 
1. Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe in him – regarding him rather with a mixture of envy and incredulity. But even without belief on their part, they did expect him to seize his growing fame to promote his own agenda. In what ways do we see the church today seek fame and celebrity for its own sake?

2. In Jerusalem, there were pilgrims who sought God and spoke about the new teacher (“he is a good man” or “he is a deceiver”). The religious authorities issued threats to quell these discussions (Jn. 7:1, 13;  5:18). Do you see similar dynamics in our world – questions about Jesus, misunderstanding and concern, threats issued from seats of power? What should our response be?

3.
In Jn. 7:16 we are told that a desire to obey the truth is required before we can understand what is true (“If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God”). Does this square with your experience of seeking to know the will of God? Can you give an example?

