For the week of December 15, 2013
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Signs of Life
“No One Ever Spoke Like This Man!”
John 7:31-52
As we read the last half of the seventh chapter of John, Jesus’ teaching continues to be a source of fascination and misunderstanding. His enemies grew more intransigent. The “authorities and the Pharisees” attempted, unsuccessfully, to minimize his influence by speaking scornfully. As discussion about him occurred on all sides, Jesus uttered a cry of invitation to everyone – “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.”

Discussion questions: 
1. Onlookers and enemies attempt to put Jesus in a recognizable category. The less mysterious he is, the easier he is to control. Consider Jesus’ enigmatic reference to his cross and resurrection in Jn. 7:32-36. Can you relate an experience where you tried to make Jesus fit into your categories for your own purposes? What did you learn?
2. Jesus’ cry, “come to me and drink” echoes through time. The metaphor of great thirst and water/life is very powerful. How has the presence of the Holy Spirit been a source of refreshment and restoration for you?
3.
Review Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus in Jn. 3:1-21. What do you make of Nicodemus’ statements to his fellow dignitaries in Jn. 7:50-52?

