For the week of February 9, 2014
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Signs of Life
“If Only You Had Been Here”
John 11:1-54
Jesus’ actions at the time of his friend’s fatal illness illuminate the subject of life and death in an extraordinary way. Jesus did not intervene to save Lazarus, a fact that disturbed and baffled both his disciples and the sisters of the deceased. He came to Bethany ‘too late,’ even though coming at all put his own life and those of his followers in mortal danger. Jesus wept with those who were in mourning and then called for the grave to be opened. He restored life to a man who had been entombed for four days and declared that faith in him can place us beyond the power of death. These events set in motion the final plans of the authorities in Jerusalem to crucify the Savior. Life and death and life.
Discussion questions: 
1. Jesus deliberately waited two days before responding to a call for help. He told his disciples that as a result he would be glorified and they would grow in faith. What did the disciples learn?
2. Martha and Mary both struggled to understand Jesus’ delay. They feared that what they had believed about the Lord’s love for them was false. Can you describe an experience when God’s apparent failure to act challenged your faith?
3. Jesus answered Martha’s challenge to him by giving her a word of truth. He responded when tearful Mary made the same statement by weeping with her. Why does he respond differently to each of these sisters?
4.
Jesus’ enemies determined to kill him in order to stop the growing number who believed in him. Where do we see similar efforts today? Why do they fail?
