For the week of June 29, 2014
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Love God, Love People
"I Am the Lord Your God"
Exodus 20:1-2
The Ten Commandments are a gift of God to his human children. However, in our brokenness – both as legalists and as rebels – we tarnish the beauty of this gift. Jesus affirmed that the law is destined to last forever and that it can be summarized as a guide to love God (with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength) and our neighbor (as ourselves). This sermon is an introduction to a Summer series on the Ten Commandments that intends to remind us of the beauty of God’s law.
Discussion questions:

1. Discuss the difference between behavior that is intended to earn God’s favor and that which proceeds from gratitude for his acts of grace.

2. The Ten Commandments may be seen as an ‘Owner's Manual’ for human beings. That is, they correspond to how we are created and are not a set of arbitrary rules.  Why is this important?

3. How do freedom and obedience relate to one another?

4. Jesus said that the commandments apply to our thoughts as well as our actions. Can you give an example of discovering your need to be forgiven for interior choices that weren’t apparent on the outside? 
5. How does John 21:20-23 challenge and/or encourage you?

