For the week of September 7, 2014
Pastor: Paul Taylor
When Kingdoms Collide
Book of Daniel
Daniel 1:1-2
The Book of Daniel tells a story of two kingdoms. One is defined by power and position, by success and status, by achievement and ambition. This is the kingdom of man. The other is defined by humility, dependence, and miraculous provision. This is the kingdom of God. These two kingdoms co-exist for a time, but they are not at peace.

Daniel is successful in the kingdom of man. He is also faithful in the kingdom of God. He manages to navigate the tension of living in two kingdoms in an extraordinary way. But he is always aware of a simple truth. The kingdom of God will eventually overcome the kingdom of man. The ways of ambition and aggression will eventually be overcome by peace and provision.

As we follow Jesus, we too live amidst two kingdoms. Daniel's story and his prophecy give us direction and hope. We are taught how to be faithful when the kingdom of man asks too much of us. We are reminded of God's promise to restore peace to his creation. Daniel helps us to find our way when kingdoms collide.
Discussion questions:

1. What circumstances have you faced or are you facing that seemed to go from bad to worse? Did God seem absent or distant during them?
2. What choices do you face that seem to put the kingdom of man and the kingdom of God in conflict?
3. What does it mean for you to see the world through the filter of the kingdom of God?
4. How does knowing the future of the kingdom of God help you make decisions today? 

