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I love detective stories. Sherlock Holmes is one of 
my favorites. A few years ago there was a movie made 
about Sherlock Holmes. At one point in the movie he 
meets Mary, the fi ancée of his partner, John Watson. 
She is skeptical because he makes what she calls “grand 
assumptions out of tiny details.” 

She asks him what he can tell about her. With one look, 
he tells her that she is a nanny. He says that the boy she 
takes care of is eight years old. She corrects him that he is 
actually seven. He says that he is tall for his age and that 
he fl icked ink on her earlier that day. He knows that she 
didn’t get mad. Th at’s why the boy’s mother loaned her 
the beautiful necklace she is wearing: to make up for her 
son’s behavior. 

He then focuses on the lightly colored strip of skin on 
her ring fi nger where it’s apparent an engagement ring used 
to be. He can tell she spent time abroad because of the 
tan, but then the engagement was cut off  and she returned 
home where she is now about to be engaged to a diff erent 
man. Perhaps a better prospect, he suggests. 

All of this from a few glances. Why do we love characters 
like Sherlock Holmes? What is so fascinating about them? 

I think it’s because they look at the same things that we 
look at, but they see so much more. Th ey see the same 
world, but they are able to interpret it with so much more 
skill. We love characters like this because we want to be 
like them. We want to see more than we can see. We want 
to know more than we are currently able to know. 

Today we continue our series in the Book of Daniel called 
When Kingdoms Collide. Th is book highlights the distinction 
between the two kingdoms that we operate in day after day. 
Th e kingdom of man, fi lled with material things, busy with 
the activity of our lives, fueled by accomplishment, eff ort, and 
success. We live every day in that kingdom, but if we follow 
Jesus, then we also live in the kingdom of God, granting us 
a spiritual life, guided by the values of redemption and hope 
and love, fi lled with the presence of Jesus and the power of the 
Spirit. But these kingdoms lie in tension. Th ere are moments 
when they collide. And we fi nd ourselves not knowing how 
to live between them, not knowing how to choose. 

One of the problems that we have, living in two 
kingdoms is that one of those kingdoms is a whole lot 
easier to see than the other. Th e kingdom of man is more 
apparent—more present in our daily lives. It exerts a 
greater infl uence on the regular everyday aspects of our 
lives than the kingdom of God. 

Our challenge is to see the kingdom of God when it 
seems hidden. Sometimes, it even seems absent. 

Th is morning we are looking at a story where Daniel 
sees more than what others can see. It’s a great story fi lled 
with twists and surprises. God gives him supernatural 
vision which allows him to understand something that 
no one else knows. Daniel’s wisdom opens up a window 
on the kingdom of God. But what happens when others 
look through that window? What do you do when wisdom 
is a window? 

We all want to be able to see more. But what do we 
do when we are given that opportunity? How do you 
use that kind of vision? What does it translate to in our 
everyday lives? When we are given the opportunity to see 
the kingdom of God, how do we respond?

Th e story this morning is fairly complex. Th e main 
story is about a dream and its interpretation, but there 
is a whole backstory to how the dream is even able to be 
interpreted in the fi rst place. We’re going to work our way 
through the story, and as we do so, we’re going to consider 
things from three diff erent points of view. First, we’ll think 
about Daniel himself and the circumstances through which 
he understood this dream. Th en we’ll think about King 
Nebuchadnezzar and what he does with the information 
he receives. We’ll fi nish by considering the people of God 
living centuries later who received these words and read 
them as we do today. 

What we’ll fi nd is that Daniel’s wisdom opens up a 
window to something more. And it begs for a response. 
How will we respond when a window is opened on the 
kingdom of God? Let’s follow this story and fi nd out. 
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Risk for God

Our story begins with a disturbing dream. 

Daniel 2:1–4—

In the second year of  the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; 
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep left him. 
2Th en the king commanded that the magicians, 
the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans 
be summoned to tell the king his dreams. So 
they came in and stood before the king. 3And 
the king said to them, “I had a dream, and my 
spirit is troubled to know the dream.” 4Th en 
the Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic, “O 
king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, 
and we will show the interpretation.” 

So far, the reader of Daniel would understand exactly 
what was going on. Th is was a common scene. In the 
ancient world, dreams were thought of as windows into 
something else. God spoke to Jacob and Joseph and 
Solomon through dreams. When kings had dreams, they 
would call their advisors together to help them understand 
what they meant.

Th is story follows the script that everyone knew. Until 
verse 5. 

Daniel 2:5–6—

Th e king answered and said to the Chaldeans, 
“Th e word from me is fi rm: if you do not make 
known to me the dream and its interpretation, 
you shall be torn limb from limb, and your 
houses shall be laid in ruins. 6But if you show 
the dream and its interpretation, you shall 
receive from me gifts and rewards and great 
honor. Th erefore show me the dream and its 
interpretation.” 

Th is was not how it worked. Th e way it was supposed 
to work is that the king told the wise men the dream and 
they told him what it meant. Th at’s what the wise men 
ask for. But the king has just changed the rules. 

It would be like me walking into a car dealership and 
talking to a sales person. After looking around I select a car 
that I like. When it comes down to the negotiation process, 
the sales person says, “OK, the price is $15,000.” And I say, 
“Fine. You write me a check for $15,000 and bring me the 
keys and we have a deal.” Th e sales person would laugh in my 
face. Th at’s not how it works. I’m not playing by the rules. 

Th e diff erence in our story is that the person changing 
the rules is the most powerful person in the kingdom. 
Unfortunately for the advisors, he can change the rules 
whenever he wants. And if they don’t like it, apparently 
they will get torn limb from limb. Th e advisors try to talk 
the king out of this, but he gets upset. When they realize 
that the king won’t relent, they say this in verse 11, 

“Th e thing that the king asks is diffi  cult, and 
no one can show it to the king except the gods, 
whose dwelling is not with fl esh.”

No one can show it to the king except the gods.” Th is 
is a foreshadowing about what is about to happen. But 
the king isn’t happy with this answer, so he commands 
that all his wise men be killed, including Daniel. When 
Daniel fi nds out that he is going to be executed, he asks 
why. When he is told about the dream, he asks if he can 
have some time to fi gure out what it means. 

After all, we heard in the past chapter in 1:17 that 
Daniel had understanding in visions and dreams. Isn’t 
that incredible? Daniel has a particular skill in regards to 
visions and dreams and then the king just happens to have 
a troubling dream. 

Th is is what God does. He puts people with the right 
skills in the right place at the right time. Th at’s what 
happened with Daniel. He asked his friends to pray with 
him and God answered. He showed Daniel the dream and 
gave him the interpretation. 

Daniel had understanding in dreams, but he wanted to 
make sure the king knew that this information didn’t come 
from him. He wants the king to see that this knowledge 
came from God. 

Daniel 2:27–28, 30—

Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise 
men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can 
show to the king the mystery that the king 
has asked, 28but there is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries, and he has made known to 
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter 
days.”

30“But as for me, this mystery has been 
revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that 
I have more than all the living, but in order that 
the interpretation may be made known to the 
king, and that you may know the thoughts of 
your mind.”  
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Th e magicians had said, “no one can show it to the king 
except the gods.” Daniel says there is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries. Daniel has done something incredible. He 
has opened up a window so that King Nebuchadnezzar 
can encounter the one true God. 

God was the one who gave Daniel wisdom. But Daniel 
took a risk and asked for it. Th is is the mystery of God 
working through us. Somehow our faithful eff ort combines 
with the work of God in a beautiful way. For Daniel, his 
eff ort meant a risk. He was already doomed to die. He 
wasn’t risking his life. But he was risking the possibility 
that God wouldn’t come through. And that would be 
worse. What if God didn’t show up and tell him the 
dream? What then?

Daniel opens a window because he is willing to risk. 
I’m not sure I would have done that. But Daniel becomes 
an example for me. Of what could happen if I take risks 
for God. Daniel’s example encourages us to risk for God.

Daniel puts himself in a place where his only hope is 
for God to come through. Th at’s some kind of a risk. It’s 
not like me saying that I’m going to take on a new project 
and risk failing. I might be smart enough and capable 
enough to handle the project. It doesn’t depend on God’s 
supernatural appearance. 

Th ink about what Daniel did. Someone he knew was 
going through a struggle. Th at person didn’t understand 
what was going on. So he was mad. He was taking it out 
on everyone around him. We’ve all been in situations with 
people like that. Friends, families, coworkers—they go 
through a diffi  cult circumstance, they don’t understand 
what it happening, and so the people around them suff er.

But Daniel has sympathy. He asks God for wisdom 
and God helps him to see what is happening. He risks 
the wrath of this person in a diffi  cult place to share God’s 
perspective. But he is willing to step into this situation and 
see God behind it. He is willing to share it and become a 
window to the kingdom of God.

Do you ever face situations like that—when someone 
you know is confused or hurting and taking it out on 
others? What would it look like to bring God’s perspective 
into that situation? Not in a condemning or self-righteous 
way. But to help others see behind the veil into what God 
is doing. It’s defi nitely a risk. You never know how people 
will respond. But it’s worth it. 

When we risk for God, we can open up a window for 
others to see the kingdom of God. 

Respond to God

Th e whole fi rst part of the story just leads us up to the 
dream. Now we get to the point in the story where we hear 
what the dream was about. Here is Daniel describing the 
dream to the king.

Daniel 2:31–35—

“You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. 
Th is image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, 
stood before you, and its appearance was 
frightening.  Th e head of this image was of fi ne 
gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and 
thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of 
iron and partly of clay.  As you looked, a stone 
was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the 
image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them 
in pieces.  Th en the iron, the clay, the bronze, the 
silver, and the gold, all together were broken in 
pieces, and became like the chaff  of the summer 
threshing fl oors; and the wind carried them away, 
so that not a trace of them could be found. But 
the stone that struck the image became a great 
mountain and fi lled the whole earth.” 

Can you imagine the king’s surprise when Daniel said all 
of this? Th e king had asked an impossible request. No one 
could have known what he dreamed. Th en Daniel shows 
up and describes it, detail by detail. Th e king would have 
been incredulous. Who is this guy? And who is his God? 
Th en Daniel goes into the interpretation. 

Daniel 2:37–45—

“You, O king, the king of kings, to whom 
the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the 
power, and the might, and the glory,  38and into 
whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, 
the children of man, the beasts of the fi eld, and 
the birds of the heavens, making you rule over 
them all—you are the head of gold. 39Another 
kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, 
and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall 
rule over all the earth. 40And there shall be a 
fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron 
breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like 
iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all 
these. 41And as you saw the feet and toes, partly 
of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it shall be a 
divided kingdom, but some of the fi rmness of 
iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed 
with the soft clay. 42And as the toes of the feet 
were partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom 
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shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 43As 
you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they 
will mix with one another in marriage, but they 
will not hold together, just as iron does not mix 
with clay. 44And in the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be 
left to another people. It shall break in pieces 
all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, 
and it shall stand forever, 45just as you saw that 
a stone was cut from a mountain by no human 
hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the 
bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A 
great God has made known to the king what 
shall be after this. Th e dream is certain, and its 
interpretation sure.” 

It’s a complicated interpretation. It focuses on the 
layers of the statue, particularly the top and the bottom. 
Th e golden part of the top of the statue is the kingdom 
of Nebuchadnezzar. Th at would sound good to him. He 
would like being referred to as the “head of gold.” Th en 
there are two subsequent kingdoms—of course inferior to 
Nebuchadnezzar—silver and bronze. Th en there’s a bunch 
of detail on the fourth kingdom. It’s mixed and unstable 
and it is eventually destroyed and replaced by a kingdom 
established by the God of heaven. Th is new kingdom will 
stand forever. 

Daniel closes by insisting that the great God has revealed 
this to Nebuchadnezzar so that he could be aware of the 
future. And that there is no chance of this not happening. 
Th is is defi nite. 

At this point, silence hangs in the air. Th e king has just 
received an incredible picture of the future. How will he 
respond?

I remember the fi rst time I called up a girl in high school 
and said, “I want to be more than friends.” Th e silence 
after that lasted a lifetime. Th at’s what this pause is like. 
Nebuchadnezzar has heard something incredible. How 
will he respond? We fi nd out in verse 47. 

Th e king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, 
your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and 
a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able 
to reveal this mystery.” 

At fi rst this sounds great. Nebuchadnezzar has realized 
something about God. He sees that the God of Israel is 
a God of gods and Lord of kings and that he is a revealer of 
mysteries. Th at’s a pretty good thing to say about God. It’s 
certainly true and it’s a great start.

But at this point, it’s a bit disappointing. Especially 
because the next chapter begins, King Nebuchadnezzar 
made an image of gold. He might have seen something 
of God, but he doesn’t really seem to have absorbed the 
impact of the mystery that he’s been shown. He might have 
recognized the futile nature of earthly kingdoms and been 
drawn toward the eternal kingdom of God. But he didn’t. 
He was just impressed that Daniel fi gured it out. It’s as if 
the girl on the phone answered, “Paul, you’re such a great 
friend.” It’s a nice thing to say, but I was hoping for more. 
We are hoping for more out of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Nebuchadnezzar missed out on a huge opportunity. 
He could have recognized the kingdom of God, but he 
stopped short. Have we been given similar opportunities 
that we don’t take advantage of? Have we shrugged off  
God’s message to us and gone back to sleep. How might we 
respond to what God has allowed us to see or experience. 
How can we respond to God?

Sherlock Holmes was able to take one look at Mary, 
the fi ancée of his friend and see a lot. He saw into her 
personal life, her professional life, and her romantic life. 
How did she respond? She threw her glass of wine at him 
and stomped off . She was furious. Sometimes we don’t want 
to see more. Sometimes we’re not interested in windows. 

Nebuchadnezzar doesn’t get mad. He just ignores it. 
Daniel opened a window for him to see beyond his current 
situation. But all Nebuchadnezzar saw was the beauty 
of the window itself. What great framing, the glass is so 
beautiful, and it all sparkles so much. It’s as if he didn’t 
even notice what he saw through the window. 

Sometimes it’s hard to know how to respond. I’m 
guessing that’s what happened for Nebuchadnezzar. I 
know that feeling. Th ere are times when I’ll walk away 
from meeting with someone or drive home after an event 
or return from a trip to India or Mexico City in complete 
awe of what I’ve seen God do. I’ve had that feeling where 
it seems like the curtains have been pulled back and you 
see the work of God.

It can be hard to know how to respond. It always 
begins with worship. With recognizing who God is. 
Nebuchadnezzar gets close to that point. But it can’t stop 
there. Real worship changes you. It moves you to action. 
Th is is the question that Nebuchadnezzar’s failure puts 
before us. How do we respond when we see the things 
of God?  

Th is is a particularly good message for us at Peninsula 
Bible Church. I think we see a lot of God around here. 
We tend to appreciate knowledge. We enjoy the process of 
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uncovering the mysteries of God. We love to fi nd windows. 
But sometimes we stop there. We don’t do anything with 
our knowledge. We admire the window, but don’t really 
take in what we’ve seen and allow it to shape our lives. 

I’ve been encouraged lately because I see us growing in 
this area. I see us wanting to impact our community in 
signifi cant ways. I see us taking some risks that we wouldn’t 
have taken several years ago. I see people trying to respond 
to the window God has shown them. Th at’s what we need. 
When God opens up a window, we need to respond. 

What have you seen of God? How should you respond? 

Rest in God

Daniel takes a risk and opens up a window to God. 
Nebuchadnezzar fails to respond in the way that he could. 
Th at’s where the story ends, but there is one more character 
to consider. What about the recipients of this story?

I said a few weeks ago that this book was fi rst read not 
by God’s people while they were living in Babylon, but 
by God’s people after they had returned from exile. Th ey 
were living in their land, but oppressed by foreign rule. 
Th eir kingdom was not independent. To them, it seemed 
as if the kingdom of God were inferior to the kingdom 
of man which held sway over them. I’ve suggested that 
our own situation is similar to theirs. We live in a culture 
where the kingdom of God exists, but can too easily fade 
behind the prominence and power of the surrounding 
kingdom of man. 

How would they have heard this story? What would they 
have taken from it? Where would they fi nd themselves? 

One of the big interpretive questions for this passage in 
Daniel focuses around the identity of the four kingdoms in 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s vision. Th e statue he sees has four 
layers. Daniel very clearly explains that they refer to four 
subsequent kingdoms which are eventually replaced by the 
eternal kingdom of God. For years, people have tried to 
fi gure out which specifi c kingdoms are being referred to. 

Th e debate involves how you count kingdoms, whether 
certain kingdoms existed and what the basic character 
was of certain kingdoms. The two most common 
interpretations end up with the fourth kingdom being 
either Greece or Rome.

Here’s my view. Th e fi rst kingdom receives a lot of detail. 
Th at’s clearly king Nebuchadnezzar. Th e second and third 
kingdoms are mostly skipped over. Th ere isn’t a lot of detail 
about them. Th en the fourth kingdom has very specifi c 

information. I think that the reader of this book is meant 
to fi nd himself or herself in the fourth kingdom.

Th e original readers of this book were most likely living 
in the Hellenistic era. Th is is when Israel was under the 
rule of the Greek empire during the 2nd century BC. Th e 
Greek empire had recently split into several parts after 
the death of Alexander the Great. Th ere were two powers 
fi ghting for control over the region of Israel. Th e readers 
during that time would have immediately recognized the 
polarized, unstable fourth kingdom as their own. 

Later readers during the Roman Empire might have 
heard their own situation described equally well. It would 
be natural to associate Rome with an iron force that crushes 
those in its way. Everyone thought of the Roman Empire 
that way. And it too was divided: eventually having an 
Eastern and Western center of power. So readers in Rome 
would have recognized the fourth kingdom as their own 
as well.  

Even readers today might recognize this fourth 
kingdom. Aren’t we living in a kingdom that believes itself 
to be as strong as iron. Yet, isn’t our own kingdom split by 
polarities: partly strong and party brittle. You could make 
the argument that this is 21st century America.

Biblical prophecies don’t always refer to a single 
historical event. Sometimes there are ripples of fulfi llment. 
But if that’s the case here, what does it mean? If we are 
supposed to fi nd ourselves in the fourth kingdom, what 
are we supposed to hear?

We hear that kingdoms are fragile, that the kingdom 
we live in won’t last forever. But that the kingdom of God 
will come and be established forever. We hear that God is 
in charge and that we can take our focus off  the kingdom 
of man that seems so dominant in our lives. All of this 
means we can rest. We can rest in God.

Th e kingdom of man that we are living in isn’t as strong 
as it seems. 

We need to hear that, living in Silicon Valley. Th e 
kingdom that we live in seems so strong. It’s seems like 
the strongest thing we can imagine. It seems like it will 
last forever.

Th at’s what Babylon seemed like. Babylon conquered 
the world through its military. Th ey ruled through fear. 
Silicon Valley has conquered the world through our 
technology. We rule through promise. Everyone around 
the world worships the gods that are produced in our 
backyard. 



Th ey are worshipped for the same reason that any god is 
worshipped. Th ey seem to off er promise for a new kind of 
life. A world of tolerance and peace. A world where people 
are freed up to live the way they want: professionally, 
personally, religiously, sexually, relationally—and those 
choices won’t have any impact on the community around 
them. A world where technology connects us and frees us 
and enables us to live at peace with each other. 

But those are empty promises. Silicon Valley is way more 
fragile than it seems. Our ideas will not save the world. 
Social media will not bring in a new wave of equality 
and peace. We have not fi nally arrived at the worldview 
that will free the world from oppression, injustice, and 
suff ering. Th e promises of the kingdom of man in Silicon 
Valley are not the answer.

We are not the fi rst ones to have promised such things. 
Communists thought they had discovered the secret to 
a society of equality. Dictators from Hitler to Chairman 
Mao thought they had uncovered the secret to a perfectly 
ordered society. Utopian cults across the world create 
communities that they think will be perfect. 

Th ere’s even a reality TV show that started recently 
called “Utopia” where a group of people are tasked with 
starting over on a farm to build a new and perfect society. 
I think the title of the review from Slate Magazine sums 
it up, “Th ese People Will Not Create a Perfect Society.” 
I could tell you that and I haven’t even seen an episode. 

Th e kingdom of man that we live in makes incredible 
promises. We need to hear the message that it can’t deliver 
on them. Peace and justice and healing will not come 
through technology or politics or economics. Th e kingdom 
of man will not create a perfect society. Only Jesus Christ 
will do that. 

Th is might be the key to responding to the windows 
that God shows us. After Nebuchadnezzar heard about 
this incredible dream foretelling the future, I think it was 
the kingdom of man that crowded out the revelation. He 
realized that he had to deal with the fact that he had almost 
killed all his advisors. He had a ton of work to catch up 
on because he had lost so much sleep. 

Th e glamor of the kingdom of man makes it hard to 
respond to God. Whatever you hear at church or at Bible 
study gets crowded out by the pressing concerns of the day. 
But the kingdom around us isn’t as strong as it seems. And 
the eternal kingdom is coming. Th at gives us the peace to 

rest in the middle of all the instability around us. Resting 
allows us to see what God wants to show us and allows 
us to respond. 

Conclusion

Th e character of Sherlock Holmes has been portrayed 
many times—fi rst in the books, then in multiple movies, 
and recently in several TV shows with Sherlock as the main 
character. One thing is consistent about this character 
whenever he is portrayed: he’s lonely. 

His ability to see more than the average person puts 
him in a diff erent category. He can’t relate as well to others 
because he knows more than them. 

Today we encountered a story about a window into the 
kingdom of God. 

We saw how the risk Daniel took allowed the king to 
see something of God. Are there ways that we can open 
up windows for others?  

We saw how Nebuchadnezzar failed to respond to the 
opportunity he was given. How do we respond when we 
see the kingdom of God? 

And we saw how the people of God heard the message 
that the kingdom of man they lived in was not going to 
last forever. We realize how much we need to hear the 
same message so that we can focus our hope in the right 
place: on the kingdom of God.

We can see the kingdom of God. But it doesn’t make 
us lonely like Sherlock Holmes. In fact, it can be exactly 
the opposite. We open windows as a community. We can 
see the kingdom of God together. And together we reveal 
the kingdom of God to the world around us. Together 
we respond. And together we risk. Th at’s an incredible 
experience and an incredible privilege.  

Take a risk to open a window for someone else. Make 
sure to respond when God opens a window for you. And 
rest in the God whose eternal kingdom is coming. 
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